ACCESS PTA General Meeting 3/11/14
7 p.m. call to order

Treasurer's report- Abbic Rankin provided the updated budget, which is attached below. The 8
graders raised $1,475 at the fundraiser for their 8" grade trip. The 4/5 class is on the waiting list forthe —
Oregon Trail trip.  We have not made money yet on the school t-shirts, but will sell them again at the
talent show. The chess club has requested $500 reimbursement for some of their tournament fees for 3
tournaments. It was noted that only a small group of students who participate in chess actually go to
the tournaments, and that there was no request made in advance of the tournaments, which have already
happened. Heather K. and Abbie will follow up with the chess club to get more information about this
before a decision is made. Abbie requests that in the future with fundraisers money raised be counted
by 2 people and kept in the lockbox. It was noted that there have been few requests from low-income
families for assistance with paying for school activities, and that there is money available for both fie
trips and after school enrichment activities. Mr. Wood notes that for field trips many families give
more money to help cover lower income families, and that has generally covered the cost of the field
trips. We brainstormed ideas for making it easier for families who needed assistance, including
automatically covering part of the cost for families on free and reduced lunch, having families indicate
on the free and reduced lunch disclosure forms at the beginning of the year that they would like
assistance, etc. No decision was made, but it was agreed that it would be helpful to make it an easier
process for families who need assistance.

Principal's report- David Wood.

We are receiving a lot of applications this year. About 200 letters were mailed out this week to families
who had scored in the 99% percentile on PPS TAG testing, and those should have arrived today. We
sent those directly to families along with a letter from the ACCESS PTA, giving them an overview of
ACCESS and the application process with Judy Berck and Heather Kent's phone numbers. Heather
and Judy can connect families who contact them with ACCESS families who live in their
neighborhoods.

Last week Mr. Wood met with TAG coordinators from schools across the district at their meeting. The
TAG coordinators have a list of all of the students at their schools who tested at the 99t percentile and
they have been asked to talk with those families about options, including ACCESS. Test scores have
not yet gone out to all families, and we have only received information about students from 30 schools,
but the remainder should be out in the next week or two. The deadline for application is 14 days after
families receive a letter from ACCESS that they are eligible. We will not likely have all applications
until early April, with decisions by late April. David, the Dean of Students, the counselor, the SPED
teacher, one middle school teacher, and one elementary school teacher are on the admissions
committee. David and Judy Berck also met with the Black Parent Initiative last week about ACCESS
as part of the ongoing effort to increase awareness of ACCESS throughout the district.

David was told on Friday that ACCESS will not be able to have a room divided for next year, because
other schools are over budget, and PPS have chosen to prioritize schools who are already overcrowded.
Monday David was told that we need to make plans based on the space that we have. He met with












